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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday launched the
‘Samarth Uttar Pradesh —
Viksit Uttar Pradesh at 2047’
campaign, urging citizens
to shape the State’s future
through vision, participa-
tion and collective resolve.

“India and Uttar Pradesh’s
future will be what we
decide today. We need to
prepare our youth, because
our mindset determines our
direction,” he said address-
ing a workshop held in Lok
Bhavan auditorium to
prepare the ‘Vision
Document 2047’ for the State.

According to the state-
ment, Planning Department
Principal Secretary Alok
Kumar outlined the frame-
work of the campaign is
built around three core
themes — Arth Shakti (eco-
nomic power), Srijan Shakti

(creative power) and Jeevan
Shakti (life force). 

Describing the exercise
as part of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “Viksit
Bharat” vision, Adityanath
said, “We want 25 crore

people of the State to
become partners in this
effort. Your guidance will
inspire our youth.”

He recalled India’s his-
toric economic strength,
noting that “In the 16th-17th

century, India held 25 per
cent of global GDP and by
1947, it fell to two per cent.
In 2014, India was the 11th
largest economy and today
we are fourth and will
become third by 2027.”

PARVESH SHARMA
n New Delhi/Gurugram

A notorious criminal wanted
by Haryana Police, Mainpal
Dhilla, was arrested after he
was extradited from
Cambodia in an operation
coordinated by the CBI in
collaboration with the State
police, Union Home Ministry
and External Affairs Ministry,
officials said on Wednesday.

According to police,
Mainpal of Village Badli,
District Jhajjar (Haryana),
was one of the most wanted
fugitives with a `Five lakh
reward on his head. 

He was convicted in 
multiple cases of murder,
attempt to murder, robbery,
dacoity and criminal 
intimidation and had been 
sentenced to life imprison-
ment in three separate cases
registered in Jhajjar district.

Mainpal had been serving
his sentence in Hisar Central
Jail when he was granted six
weeks’ parole on July 17,
2018. However, he failed to
return, prompting registra-
tion of a case under the

Haryana Good Conduct
Prisoners Act and 
subsequent proclamation
as an absconder by a
Bahadurgarh court in
October 2019. Investigations
revealed that in 2019, the
fugitive managed to fraud-
ulently obtain an Indian
passport in the name of
“Sonu Kumar” from
Gurugram using forged doc-
uments. Using this pass-
port, he fled to Bangkok via
Kolkata Airport and later
moved to Cambodia, where
he settled in Siem Reap.

Police said Mainpal 
operated a nightclub there
and lived with his
Cambodian partner, with
whom he fathered three
children. He was also report-
ed to have travelled to
Mauritius and Indonesia
during this period.

The Special Task Force
(STF) of Haryana Police, in
coordination with Interpol,
CBI and the Ministry of
External Affairs, shared intel-
ligence with Cambodian
authorities and established
his true identity. 

Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Yadav on Wednesday
accused the BJP of failing to deliver on its election
promises and said removing it from power in Uttar
Pradesh is essential to end injustice against the people.

“The BJP has lost the trust of the people. No one
believes them anymore. In 2027, no one will be able to
save the BJP Government,” the former chief minister said
while addressing party leaders and workers from various
districts at the SP headquarters. Yadav, according to a
party statement, accused the BJP Government of
misusing power, suppressing the Constitution and failing
on key fronts like employment, education and healthcare.

“Under the BJP Government, innocents are being
framed in false cases. The Constitution is being toyed
with. Inflation, unemployment and corruption are at their
peak, and the administration is being misused,” he
alleged. Akhilesh Yadav claimed that education and
health systems have been destroyed.

States Focus Developed UP can be achieved
through right vision: CM Yogi

CBI, Haryana Police
deport wanted criminal
from Cambodia

NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO SAVE
BJP IN UP IN 2027: AKHILESH 

CM Himanta Biswa Sarma inaugurated a newly constructed building and
also unveiled a bust of Hira Ben, mother of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the new building of Geeta Ashram in Hojai, Assam PIONEER PHOTO

UPSC proposes to establish
centre of excellence 

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath during the ‘SAMANVAY’ program organised by the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Kanpur PTI

On 1st September 2025, during Syed Ali
Shah Geelani’s fourth death anniversary,
Kashmir has spoken in silence. No
protests. No shutdowns. No stone
pelting. No violence and just a normal
life at schools, shops and markets open,
public transport bustling and people
going about their daily routines.

This silence is historic, a stark depar-
ture from the decades of unrest that
once defined the Valley in response to
Geelani’s calls for strikes and resis-
tance. Where are those who once con-
gratulated Kashmiris for paralysing
their own homeland with shutdowns?

Where are the voices that glorified
chaos as “resistance”? They are silent
because their script has ended.

The absence of disruption is not
emptiness — it is clarity, a resounding
rejection of separatist politics that long
held Kashmir hostage. For years, sepa-
ratist leaders, wielding Geelani’s image
as their banner, built wealth and power
while ordinary Kashmiris paid the price
in blood, lost opportunities and shat-
tered dreams.

Geelani, a towering figure in the
Kashmiri separatist movement, was
portrayed as the unyielding champion
of azadi (freedom), advocating for
Kashmir’s merger with Pakistan. Yet, his
own words tell a different story, reveal-
ing contradictions that unravel the
myth of his movement. He described
Pakistan’s role as merely “moral, polit-
ical, diplomatic,” insisted Kashmiris
were not enemies of Indians, and dis-
missed Indo-Pak talks as delaying tactics.

Despite these nuanced statements,
separatists twisted his image into a

permanent tool of unrest, weaponis-
ing his name to fuel a cycle of strikes,
violence and boycotts that suffocated
the Valley’s economy and future.
Geelani’s legacy is a paradox, a blend
of ideological conviction and strategic
manipulat ion.  Born in  1929 in
Zurimanz, in the Aloosa tehsil, in the
Bandipora district of North Kashmir to
a poor family, he rose from a school-
teacher to a three-time MLA from
Sopore, serving over 18 years under
India’s Constitution — a system he later
urged Kashmiris to reject. He thrived
in Indian democracy, winning elec-
tions in 1972, 1977 and 1987, taking
oaths of allegiance to the very
Constitution he denounced as a betray-
al of Kashmiri aspirations. This double
standard — participation for leaders,
boycott for the masses — became a
hallmark of his movement.

While he called for election boy-
cotts, recent polls in Kashmir saw a 65
per cent voter turnout, the highest in 25
years, signaling a growing embrace of

democratic processes over separatist
rhetoric. His calls for hartals (strikes) crip-
pled livelihoods, shuttering schools
and businesses, yet his own family
enjoyed privileges — sons trained as
doctors, daughters employed abroad
and grandchildren educated in elite
Indian schools.

This hypocrisy fueled accusations
that Geelani and his allies demanded
sacrifices from ordinary Kashmiris while
securing personal comfort. By 2020,
Geelani himself exposed the rot within
his own camp. In a dramatic resignation
from the All Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC), he accused its leaders of corrup-
tion, nepotism and misusing his name
for personal gain.

The architect of the separatist move-
ment had lost faith in the very “struggle”
he had built, revealing its fragility and
opportunism. 

If Geelani himself acknowledged the
betrayal within his ranks, what does
that say about the so-called fight for
azadi? It lays bare a harsh truth: the

movement was less about liberation
and more about control, with separatist
leaders acting as brokers of instability,
exploiting Pakistan’s support to serve
their own interests while ordinary
Kashmiris bore the cost.

The narrative of “resistance” peddled
by separatists was, in reality, manipu-
lation. Pakistan’s role in Kashmir, far
from being merely diplomatic, has
been linked to funding militancy, with
allegations of Geelani receiving
`7,00,000 monthly from Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) via his
cousin Ghulam Nabi Fai, a US-based lob-
byist convicted in 2011.

The National Investigation Agency
(NIA) probed Geelani for terror funding,
fining him `14.4 lakh for foreign
exchange violations. His politics, tied to
Jamaat-e-Islami and later the APHC,
were accused of radicalising youth and
fueling violence that claimed over
100,000 lives, including the 1990
Kashmiri Pandit exodus.

Critics like Omar Abdullah argue that

Geelani’s calls for militancy and strikes
led to economic stagnation and eroded
the Valley’s pluralistic Sufi traditions,
replacing them with a rigid Islamist ide-
ology that stifled dissent and women’s
rights. The stories of ordinary Kashmiris
reflect the human toll of this manipula-
tion. Javiad from Central Kashmir recalls
the “dark days” of hartals, when he
walked from Budgam to Srinagar to buy
baby food for his son during a Geelani-
led shutdown.

The silence on 1 September 2025 is not
just an absence of protest — it is a pow-
erful statement. This shift is not imposed
by India, as some pro-Geelani voices
claim, but embraced by a population
weary of being pawns in a geopolitical
game. Pakistan’s failure to script
Kashmir’s destiny is evident in this
quiet rejection of its proxies. The high
voter turnout, the bustling streets and
the absence of violence signal a new
chapter, one where Kashmiris are
reclaiming their agency from the grip of
separatist politics.

Kashmir’s silence on Geelani’s anniversary a rejection of separatist politics

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) propos-
es to establish a centre of
excellence as a repository of
best practices of UPSC and
various State Public Service
Commissions (PSCs), as part
of its upcoming centenary
year celebrations, its chair-
man Ajay Kumar said on
Wednesday.

He said that the idea of
the Centre of Excellence
(CoE) will serve as a knowl-
edge hub of standard 
ope r a t i ng pr oce du r e s
(SOPs), innovations and
key takeaways from UPSC
and State PSCs.

Kumar emphasised that
while UPSC would take the
lead in setting up a CoE, the
active contribution of 
State PSCs in knowledge-
sharing and best practices
will be crucial.

He also invited inputs
and suggestions from all
the chairpersons of the PSCs
for the proposed CoE.

The CoE, Kumar added,
will not only benefit UPSC
and State PSCs but also
assist other national recruit-
ment bodies in strength-
ening their examination
and selection processes.

His announcement on
the new initiative came
while chairing a meeting
with chairpersons and
members of State PSCs, in
the presence of  UPSC
members Dinesh Dasa and
Anuradha Prasad.

The meeting was organ-
ised via video conference to
seek participation and coop-
eration of State PSCs for
UPSC’s centenary year cele-
brations from October 1,
2025 to October 1, 2026.

Highlighting the shared
vision of recruiting efficient,
impartial and competent
civil servants, he recalled the
unique robust character of
India’s recruitment system,
under which lakhs of talent-
ed youth have been select-
ed over decades to serve the
nation through both UPSC
and State PSCs.

AHMED
WANI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Hyderabad

Barely three months after she
described her father, BRS pres-
ident and former Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao
(KCR), as the “God” surround-
ed by “demons,” the party sus-
pended K Kavitha for alleged
anti-party activities,  
prompting her to quit the 
organisation. The Telangana
women leader’s case is com-

parable to that  of  YS
Sharmila, sister of former
Andhra Pradesh CM YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy and chief of
YSRCP who revolted against
her brother following prop-
erty disputes. She later
floated her own party in
Telangana (YSRTP), but could
not sustain and merged it
with the Congress. She went
on to become APCC 
president.

Reacting to the Congress
Government announcing a
CBI probe into the alleged
irregularities in the

Kaleshwaram project, built
during the previous BRS
regime, Kavitha on

September 1 said some who
are close to KCR have bene-
fited in many ways by making
use of his name and he was
getting defamed because of
their “misdeeds”.

She had alleged that
cousins Harish Rao and
Santosh Kumar were respon-
sible for KCR getting the taint
of corruption in the
Kaleshwaram irrigation
project issue. Through her
critical comments about her
brother Jagan, Sharmila pro-
vided much-needed ammu-
nition to the opposition
during last year’s general
and Assembly polls, which
saw the YSRCP suffer a rout.

Though Congress under
her leadership in AP could not

win any seats, her campaign
considerably damaged
Reddy’s reputation giving an
edge to the TDP-led NDA.

Though Kavitha did not
attack her brother and BRS
Working President KT Rama
Rao directly, she blamed him
for not appropriately
responding when a mali-
cious campaign was
unleashed against her on
social media by some party
sympathisers.

Though Kavitha did not
reveal her plan of action, the
focus of her comments was
clearly against the BRS and its
leaders. Senior journalist and
political analyst Telakapalli
Ravi said Kavitha’s exit from
BRS would certainly be an
inconvenient and negative
factor for the party though she
may not be a game changer.

(L-R) K Kavitha and YS Sharmila

Tale of two sisters: The fall of Sharmila and Kavitha amid family feud
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