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The electric buses of Delhi
Transport Corporation (DTC)
will soon be seen criss-cross-
ing the city roads wearing
colourful, body wrap com-
mercial advertisements. The
long-pending proposal of the
DTC for extra revenue gener-
ation was stalled for years
over road safety concerns
raised by the Traffic police.

“Now the DTC will provide
840 of its electric buses for
whole body wraps to a con-
cessionaire selected through

bidding for which tender has
been floated,” said a senior
Transport department officer.

The DTC has also laid down
rules to ensure no indecent or
objectionable advertisements
are displayed on the buses, he
said.

As a part of an overall exer-
cise to enhance revenues for
DTC, it intends to grant per-
mission to bus body wraps.
The total number of 842 air-
conditioned e-buses from
nine depots are available for
display of advertisement on
the exterior.

The number of buses avail-
able for whole body wraps
will increase in the coming

days,  the officers said.
Importantly, the proposal for
the permission of advertise-
ment on the right side of the
buses is under consideration,
said the tender document.

The DTC may consider
granting permission to the
successful bidder to advertise
on the right side by charging
an additional fee for the extra
space, it said.

In future,  i f  the fleet
strength is increased, the con-
cessionaire will have the first
right of refusal to refuse
advertisement on new buses,
and it will be passed on to the
next bidders, said the docu-
ment.

The concessionaire will
have to ensure that the adver-
tisements are not “indecent,
obscene and otherwise offen-
sive” to good taste or against
public sentiments or in con-
travention of the applicable
laws, including MCD Bye Laws
on advertisements, it said.

As such, negative adver-
tisement contents like nudity,
drugs, alcohol, cigarettes,
tobacco, those propagating
cast, community, ethnic differ-
ence, sexual overtones,
among others, as well as
advertisements banned by
the Advertisement Council of
India or by law, will not be
permitted, it added.
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Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on
Tuesday flagged off Tiranga
cyclothon for girls from Delhi
Legislative Assembly in Civil
Lines to Rajghat. Addressing
the participants, the Chief
Minister said the true glory of
the national flag will be
realised when girls achieve
complete freedom and that
her Government is commit-
ted to securing a better future 
for them. 

She added that the time has
now come to “empower our
daughters.” Despite the light
rain, the girls successfully
completed their ride to
Rajghat. Delhi’s Education
Minister Ashish Sood, was
present.

In her interaction with the
girls, the Chief Minister said
that in the past, the nation

first emphasised ‘Save the
Daughter’ and then advanced
to the pledge of ‘Educate the
Daughter’. Now is the time for
‘Empower the Daughter’. Our
aim is for every daughter to
have a bright future and to
fulfil her dreams — whether
by becoming a District
Magistrate, Chief Minister, sci-

entist, sportsperson, or any
other role that brings honour
and respect to the country.

On the occasion, Education
Minister Ashish Sood recalled
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s
immortal slogan, “Give me
your blood, and I will give you
freedom,” and remarked that
today’s India does not ask its

daughters for blood, but for
their resolve, passion and
unwavering determination.
He said, “Flight is taken not
with wings, but with
courage.” Sood also shared
that the route for the ‘Tiranga
Cyclothon for Girls’ once wit-
nessed historic events such as
the Dandi March. 

At the special request of the
Chief Minister, this event was
organised exclusively for girls,
just as Netaji had formed the
Rani Lakshmibai Regiment
during the freedom struggle.
In another event, the Delhi CM
joined Members of Parliament
at the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ MPs
Bike Rally, organised from
Bharat Mandapam ahead of
Independence Day. The rally,
which commenced from
Bharat Mandapam, aimed to
inspire citizens to hoist the
Tricolour at their homes and
display it with pride.
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Man held for flying drone
near CM’s event

A man was briefly detained on Tuesday for allegedly
flying a drone near Connaught Place while Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta was attending an event in the
area, a police source said. “The man was detained for
some time and was later released after being made to
understand that drone is not allowed for the time for
security reasons of Independence Day,” said the source.

The source said that while Gupta was attending a
programme, police deployed for security noticed a
drone hovering in the vicinity and accosted its operator.

It turned out that the detained man was part of the
chief minister’s media team. Delhi Police Commissioner
S B K Singh had on August 2 ordered a ban on sub-
conventional aerial platforms across the national capital
till August 16 because of Independence Day.

The ban covers paragliders, para-motors, hang-gliders,
UAVs (Unmanned Aerial Vehicles), UASs (Unmanned
Aircraft Systems), microlight aircraft, hot air balloons,
small-sized powered aircraft, quadcopters and remotely
piloted aircraft.

Delhi Assembly premises to
be open for public
Delhi Assembly premises will be open for people on
August 14 and August 15 on the occasion of
Independence Day, according to an official statement
issued on Tuesday. A Border Security Force (BSF) band
will play patriotic tunes, and a cultural performance will
also be held to mark the occasion, it said.

People will be allowed to visit the Vidhan Sabha
building between 5 pm and 8 pm on August 14 and
August 15, and will get a tour of historical sites on the
premises, the statement said.
No registration will be required for the visit on both
days, and proper identity cards have to be shown for
entering the Assembly premises.

IN BRIEF
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Delhi will observe back-to-
back dry days this week with
all liquor shops shut on
Independence Day and
Janmashtami. This directive
comes from the Delhi govern-
ment’s excise department
under Rule 52 of the Delhi
Excise Rules, 2010. According
to the excise department’s
order, all retail liquor shops,
bars, restaurants, hotels, and
clubs must shut down on
Independence Day.
Additionally, the same restric-
tions will apply on October 2,
the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi. These dry
days are observed annually to
mark important national and
religious occasions.

The order clarified that the
dry day restrictions will not
affect room service of alcohol

in hotels that hold 1-15/L-15F
licences. These licences are
granted to star-classified
hotels approved by the
tourism department of the
Government of India.

Such hotels are permitted
to serve alcohol to their
guests through room service,
reflecting a balance between
tradition and hospitality ser-
vices. The excise department
emphasised that this exemp-
tion is strictly limited to these
licensed hotels and does not
extend to other establish-
ments.

Rule 52 of the Delhi Excise
Rules, 2010, mandates the
closure of liquor outlets on
specified dry days to promote
public order and respect sig-
nificant cultural and nation-
al events. These regulations
have been enforced by Delhi
police and excise officials to
ensure compliance.

Delhi: Liquor shops
shut on Independence
Day, Janmashtami

CM Rekha Gupta flags off
Tiranga cyclothon for girls 

DTC electric buses to go for body wrap commercial advertisements

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta with cabinet minister Ashish Sood PTI
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