
“Furthermore, during the
parliamentary debate on
the subject of Hindutva,
there was a  heated
exchange between the
Prime Minister and Shri
Rahul Gandhi, a matter well
known to 
the public.  Against this back-
drop, there is little doubt
that the complainant, his 
great-grandfathers (the
Godses), those connected
with the ideology of Vinayak
Savarkar, and some follow-
ers of Savarkar who are 
presently in power, may
harbour hostility or resent-
ment towards Gandhi,” the 

application said.
“ In  l ight  of  the 

documented history of
violent and anti-constitu-
tional tendencies linked to
the complainant’s lineage,
and considering the 
prevailing political climate,
there exists  a  c lear ,  
reasonable, and substantial 
apprehension that Rahul
Gandhi may face harm,
wrongful implication, or
other forms of targeting by
persons subscribing to the
ideology of  Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar,” the
application stated. 

The Pune court  has

already granted bail to Rahul
Gandhi in the defamation
case. The trial is yet to begin.

Satyaki Savarkar had filed
a defamation complaint
against  Rahul  Gandhi ,  
alleging that in a speech
made in London in March
2023, the Congress leader
claimed VD Savarkar had
written in a book that he and
five to six of his friends once
beat up a Muslim man and
he (Savarkar) felt happy.

No such incident ever 
took place, and V D Savarkar
never  wrote any such 
thing anywhere,  the 
complaint claimed. 
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SC seeks Centre’s
response on plea for
restoring JK’s statehood

The Supreme Court on Thursday sought a response from
the Centre on a plea seeking the restoration of
statehood to Jammu and Kashmir. A bench comprising
Chief Justice of India BR Gavai and Justice K Vinod
Chandran also took note of the submissions of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Centre, that
there were “several considerations which go into the
decision-making process”.

The plea was filed by academician Zahoor Ahmad Bhat
and socio-political activist Ahmad Malik. “You cannot
ignore what happened in Pahalgam. It is for Parliament
and the Executive to take a decision,” the CJI said when
senior lawyer Gopal Sankaranarayanan, appearing for
Bhat, sought an early hearing.On December 11, 2023,
the Supreme Court unanimously upheld the revocation
of Article 370. The Supreme court observed and
Government also agreed on giving Statehood.
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Savarkar defamation case: Rahul
withdraws plea claiming ‘threat’ 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Pune

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi’s
lawyer  on Thursday 
withdrew from a Pune court
the plea claiming appre-
hension of threat to the 
parliamentarian from fol-
lowers of Hindutva ideo-
logue Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar.

The lawyer, Milind Pawar,
said the court has accepted 
withdrawal of the plea.
Earlier on Wednesday, hours
after filing the plea, the
lawyer said it was filed
without Gandhi’s consent
and would be withdrawn.

Advocate Pawar is  
representing Rahul Gandhi
in a defamation case filed 
by Satyaki  Savarkar ,  
grand-nephew of Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar, over
certain statements made by
the Congress leader against
the late freedom fighter and 
Hindutva ideologue.

He drafted the application
without consulting Gandhi
and the latter has taken a
“strong exception to the
filing of this Pursis and
expressed his disagreement
with its contents”,  the
lawyer said in a press
release late Wednesday
evening.

The application filed by
Pawar earlier on Wednesday
said complainant Satyaki
Savarkar had admitted that
he is also a direct descen-
dant, through maternal
lineage, of Nathuram Godse
and Gopal Godse, principal
accused in the assassination
of Mahatma Gandhi. Rahul
Gandhi is the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
and recently held a press
conference in Delhi, placing
before the nation evidence
of electoral fraud by the
Elect ion Commission,  
the appl icat ion said.
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¦ffdªf¹ff¶ffQ/³fûEOXf 2³fBXÊX dQ»»fe, VfbIiY½ffSXXX, 15 A¦fÀ°fX 2025

¸fÔdQSXûÔ ¸fZÔ ªf³¸ff¿MX¸fe IYe °f`¹ffdSX¹ffa ªfûSXûÔ ´fSX 
¦ffdþ¹ff¶ffQÜ ßfeIÈY¿¯f þ³¸ffá¸fe IYû »fZIYSX BÀIYfg³f ¸fÔdQSX ¸fZÔ °f`¹ffdSX¹ffÔ þûSXû-VfûSXûÔ ÀfZ ¨f»f SXWXe WX`Ü ¸fÔdQSX IZY ¨ffSXûÔ AûSX SXÔ¦f-d¶fSXÔ¦fe d¶fþ»fe IYe Óff»fSXûÔ ÀfZ ¸ff¦fûÊÔ IYû Àfþf¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü Àff±f WXe UÈÔQfU³f IYe °fþÊ ´fSX

IYf³WXe IZY d»fE RcY»fûÔ IYf ¶fÔ¦f»ff ¶f³ff¹ff þf SXWXf WX`Ü BÀfIZY A»ffUf VfWXSX IZY 543 ¸fÔdQSXûÔ ¸fZÔ ÓffÔdIY¹ffÔ d³fIYf»f³fZ IYe ·fe °f`¹ffSXe ¨f»f SXWXe WX`Ü SXfþ³f¦fSX ÀfZ¢MXSX-11 dÀ±f°f BÀIYfg³f ¸fÔdQSX ¸fZÔ 16 A¦fÀ°f IYû IYf³WXf IYf
þ³¸f ·f½¹f øY´f ÀfZ ¸f³ff³fZ IYe °f`¹ffSXe ¨f»f SXWXe WX`Ü ¸fÔdQSX IZY ¸fWXf´fi¶fÔ²fIY Ad·fSXf¸f ¦fûdUÔQ QfÀf
³fZ ¶f°ff¹ff dIY ¸fÔdQSX ÀfZ »fZIYSX ÀfZ¢MXSX -10 d°fSXfWXZ °fIY SXÔ¦f d¶fSXÔ¦fe »ffBMX »f¦ffBÊ ¦fBÊ WX`Ü  d¶fþ»fe

IYe SXÔ¦f d¶fSXÔ¦fe Óff»fSX »f¦ff Qe ¦fBÊ WX`Ü 
dU·ff¦f dQ½¹ffÔ¦fûÔ IYû
SXûþ¦ffSX dQ»ff³fZ IZY

d»fE »fZ SXWXf þf³fIYfSXe 
¦ffdþ¹ff¶ffQÜ dþ»fZ IZY

dQ½¹ffÔ¦fûÔ IYû SXûþ¦ffSX dQ»ff³fZ IZY
d»fE dQ½¹ffÔ¦fþ³f dU·ff¦f CX³fIYe
Àf·fe þf³fIYfSXe ¸ffÔ¦f SXWXf WX`, dþÀfÀfZ
þøYSX°f¸fÔQ dQ½¹ffÔ¦fûÔ IYû dUd·f³³f
IÔY´fd³f¹fûÔ AüSX ÀfÔÀ±ff³fûÔ ¸fZÔ SXûþ¦ffSX
dQ»ff¹ff þf ÀfIZYÜ dþ»ff
dQ½¹ffÔ¦fþ³f Ad²fIYfSXe AÔVfb»f
¨füWXf³f ³fZ ¶f°ff¹ff dIY dU·ff¦f õfSXf
þ³f´fQ IZY EZÀfZ dQ½¹ffÔ¦fûÔ IYe
þf³fIYfSXe ¸ffÔ¦fe þf SXWXe WX`, dþ³fIYe
CX¸fi 40 U¿fÊ ¹ff CXÀfZ IY¸f WX`Ü dU·ff¦f
dQ½¹ffÔ¦f IYf ³ff¸f, ´f°ff, Af¹fb,
dQ½¹ffÔ¦f°ff IYf ´fiIYfSX, Vf`dÃfIY
¹fû¦¹f°ff AüSX IYüVf»f AfdQ IYe
þf³fIYfSXe »fZ SXWXf WX`Ü Ad²fIYfSXe ³fZ
¶f°ff¹ff dIY dUd·f³³f IÔY´fd³f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ
´f`dIÔY¦f U A³¹f ´fiIYfSX IZY IYf¹fÊ WXû°fZ
WX`Ô, dþ³fIYû dQ½¹ffÔ¦f AfÀff³fe ÀfZ IYSX
ÀfIY°fZ WX` ÔÜ B³f IYf¹fûÊÔ IZY d»fE
IÔY´fd³f¹fûÔ ÀfZ ÀfÔ´fIYÊ IYSX B³fIYe
þf³fIYfSXe ÀffÓff IYe þfE¦feÜ
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